ROUNDABOUT AND SWINGS
and the Industrial Revolution were both characterized
by brutal excess, by mortification of the flesh, and
starvation of the spirit. At the hands of the Industrial-
ists and the Kirk Sessions Scotland wilfully mutilated
itself. Hatred, so long nourished by the English wars,
turned inwards and maimed its own body. Compelled
by necessity to live violently, violence became a
Scottish characteristic; and -the habit of patriotic
homicide, degenerating after centuries' use, very
nearly became suicide. The Kirk, fearing or hating
beauty and the zest of humankind, turned its
face to a dreary and a sterile heaven of its own
invention; the Industrialists set their feet on human-
kind and trod it down in the obscene squalor
of the slums. Edwardus primus Scottorum malleus
hie est.
The War of Independence, begun by Wallace in
1297, came to an end in 1328, with Scotland triumph-
ant and hopelessly impoverished. Berwick, the
richest town in the country, had become a perman-
ent battlefield. Vast areas of land had gone out
of cultivation, trade was ruined, and useful citizens
had become soldiers.
In 1332 another war began, Scotland was re-
conquered, and again fought its way to freedom.
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